[bookmark: _GoBack]WILFORD COMMUNITY GROUP

Minutes of the Community Group Committee Meeting
Held at 7:30pm on Monday 18th August 2014
At The Ferry Inn

Present:		Andrew Rule (AR) – Chair
			Peter Stiles (PBS) - Treasurer
			Sheila Atherton (SA)
			Alan Foster (AF)
Brian Hardy (BH)
Pat Huxley (PH)
			Linda Stiles (LS)
Frank Wakelin (FW)
			
Also present:		Councillor Roger Steel (RS)
and 4 residents

	
	
	Action

	1
	Apologies:
Daniel Atherton, Dave Boulton, Bill Roughton
	

	2
	Minutes of 16th June 2014.
The minutes of the Meeting of the 16th June were agreed and approved.
	

	3
	Main Road Parking Restrictions.
DB reported (by report) that despite numerous and repeated promises of a response to his Freedom of Information requests, this has not been forthcoming and he has formally requested that the City Council carry out a formal internal review of how they have dealt with this request.
	



  DB

	4
	Tram Concerns.
DB had raised the Groups concerns with regard to the car park, vehicles using the tramway and deterrents at Wilford Toll Bridge and had received the following reply from Matthew Colver at NCC:-

4.1 Car Park.

He has been advised that this will be adopted highway, and as such, would be maintained and managed by the Council as it is the Local Highway Authority (LHA).  The LHA has not yet decided how the parking area will operate (whether it would be time restricted, pay and display, etc.)  The LHA will be monitoring this parking area and can take action against any unauthorised use.

4.2 Vehicles Using the Tramway.

In terms of vehicles running along the tramway between Riverside Way and Coronation Avenue, trams will run on street which would be subject to usual highway rules and regulations.

4.3 Vehicle Deterrents at Wilford Toll Bridge.

In terms of Wilford Toll Bridge, a camera is placed on the Meadows side of the toll bridge and appropriate 'tram only' signs and lines with deterrent bollards will be in place to physically restrict unauthorised vehicle access across the bridge.  Further action/measures can be taken if unauthorised use of the bridge takes place.

BH expressed his concerns over the effectiveness of the proposed deterrents.

With regard to the provision of suitable screening of the properties in Coronation Avenue, AR is to investigate and present his observations to Cllr Urquhart.  LS suggested that AR examine the substantial screening provided for the properties in St Austell Drive and Compton Acres backing on to the tramway.

AR advised the meeting that he had been contacted by the Nottingham Post for his views on the suggested opening of the Clifton line in advance of the completion of the Chilwell line which has incurred more significant construction delays.

Concern was expressed that the Ruddington Connection bus service may be withdrawn after the opening of the Clifton line.  AR agreed to ascertain whether this was planned for the future.

The delay in opening of the footpaths under the old railway embankment was raised.  RS advised that the tramway was still a construction site and access to the pedestrian crossings would continue to be restricted until the works are completed.

RS took the opportunity to advise the meeting of revisions to the Local Link L2 bus service.  The L1 service is currently well patronised and it is unlikely that provision of  this service will be affected after the tram opening. Given the location of the village tram stop, it was considered that the L1 service would continue to be well patronised after the opening of the tram line.  LS advised the meeting that the service was run under a five year contract but she was unsure how much longer the  contract had to run. 
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	5
	Wilford Library Site.

The deadline for bids had passed.  RS advised the meeting that as far as he knew, two bids had been received.  

	

	6
	Localism Act – Assets of Community Value. 
DB reported (by report) that he had formally complained to the Director responsible for Planning and had received a  response. They have repeated the excuse that they don't know how to deal with these types of application as they have only had two of them, but they acknowledge that we should have had a decision long before now (it was due in January).

RS advised that the request had been signed off and was awaiting final approval.

PBS informed the meeting that a recent Newsnight item had indicated that a large number of Assets of Community Value had already been successfully 'registered' across the country and raised the question as to why NCC had taken so long..  
	




DB

	7
	Planning Applications.

7.1 Sainsbury's Wilford Lane - Petrol Station.

It was agreed that any objections/observations regarding this Planning Application should be made by individuals rather than through the Community Group.

7.2 14/01481/PFUL3 – New dwelling at Dorothy Boot Homes.

RS had raised with NCC that the formal letter advising of this application had not been as widely circulated as he had expected.  This had been remedied and the closing date for responses had been extended to the 12th or 13th August.  He also suggested that the land outlined for the new building had originally been identified as a formal garden for the Dorothy Boot Homes residents.  He was advised of a village resident who had been one of the original Homes residents in the 1920's who might be able to provide clarification. 

	



	8
	Any Other Business.

8.1  B-Bank Planting.

PBS advised the meeting that he had obtained an offer from Notcutts to provide 6 x 7kg bags of daffodil bulbs (approx 300) at a cost of £76.44.  AR had also obtained a quote for 4 x 10kg bags for £140.00.  RS advised that he would approach Woodthorpe Grange to obtain a quote.  LS reminded the meeting that Paul Mullins had promised a donation from NET of £200 towards planting in the village (see minutes 01/07/2013)..

8.2  Iremongers Pond.

Bob Atherton on behalf of BR reported that the recent difficulties with people from the Meadows area 'taking over' the pond and its surroundings had been resolved.  He looked forward to improved access to the pond area once the tram works are completed.

8.3.Illegal Motor-cycle.

FW reported to the meeting an incidence of a motor-cycle speeding down Main Road, its rider without a safety helmet.  He was unable to get the registration number of the motor-cycle.  This is an ongoing problem throughout the Clifton beat and the police regularly target this problem.

8.4 Police Attendance at Meetings.

BH expressed his disappointment at the lack of a regular police attendance at the Group's Committee Meetings.  Events, such as a recent prolonged police helicopter presence over Wilford went unexplained.  AR agreed to progress this matter.

8.5 A453/A52 Mini-Roundabout.

PBS advised that he had reported the poor condition of the mini-roundabout to NCC and then to the Highways Agency who in turn had passed the report to Aone+ who responded as follows:-

The road markings at this location is (sic) being put forward through the Continuous Value Management for renewal.  As it stands at the moment we have held back on these works due to the Major Projects works on the A453 as we have not be (sic) able to work alongside their traffic management.

However, our inspector continues to monitor the situation and if he feels that any immediate actions needed (sic) to be taken he will do so.  He would also implement any mitigation signage to ensure that the safety of the road user is not compromised.

8.6 Wilford Village Allotments.

AF advised the meeting that in September the allotment gates will be replaced with new gates widening the entrance by a metre. The existing gate will be re-erected at the entrance to the horse field (bee meadow)  which will be, subject to NCC approval which is currently being negotiated, utilised to provide parking for between 4 and 6 cars thereby alleviating the parking problem in Holly Avenue/Vernon Avenue/Main Road.  It had also been found that the number of bee hives was excessive and that seven would now be provided.




8.7 20mph Speed Limit.

A resident asked when/if the proposed 20mph limit would come into force.  AR advised that nothing further had been heard.  

8.8 British Legion Poppies.

RS informed the meeting that a scheme had been started which involved volunteers knitting/crocheting poppies. A wool shop in Ruddington was providing small balls of wool to assist anyone undertaking this task.  The proceeds of the sale of the poppies would be passed on to the British Legion.  RS circulated patterns.

8.9 Aircraft over Wilford.

RS wondered if anyone else had noticed the change of flight path and the increased frequency of aircraft overflying Wilford.  The meeting confirmed this, but did not appear unduly concerned.

8.10 Wilford Social and Bowls Club.

RS advised the meeting that the exterior of the Wilford Social and Bowls Club would shortly be professionally re-rendered thereby bringing about a much needed improvement to the look of the Club.  Both he and Cllr Spencer had contributed to the cost of the work.

8.11  B-Bank Graffiti.

This was still being progressed with the Environment Agency.

8.12 Post Boxes.

A resident once more drew the meeting's attention to the condition of the redundant post drop off boxes.  AR agreed to further progress this with Royal Mail.
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The meeting closed at 8:55pm.


Signed……………………………………(Chair)

Date……………………………….
