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Minutes of the Community Group August Meeting
Held at 7:30pm on Monday 17th August 2015
At The Ferry Inn, Main Road, Wilford

Present:		Robert Dodson –Chair
			Pat Huxley (PH) – Treasurer
			Alice Veldtman (AV) – minutes taker
Brian Hardy (BH)
			Linda Stiles (LS)
Frank Wakelin (FW)
Sophie Blaken (SB)
Cristian Nardoni (CN)
Josie Foster (JF)
Roger Steel (RS)
			
Also present:		Councillor Andrew Rule (AR), Lindsey Barnes

	1
	Apologies:
Sheila Atherton, Bill Roughton, Claire Roughton, Dave Boulton, Councillor Pat Ferguson, Valentina Dodson, Robert Lovelock.


	2
	Minutes of Meeting held on 15th June 2015
Approved.


	3
	Minutes of AGM Meeting held on 20th July 2015
Approved.

	4
	Correspondence
4.1 Resident’s letter regarding 20mph speed limit on Kynance Gardens– the Community Group decided not to endorse this request as 20mph speed limit is not enforceable by the Police. However, residents are welcome to pursue this further.
4.2 Nottingham Emmanuel School – RD on behalf of the WCG made contact with the School who have expressed interest in being involved in the Community. The Group felt this was a positive idea. RD to invite the Principal to the next WCG meeting (September). RS suggested a tour of the school, which he will arrange as an open invitation to the Group.
4.3  South Wiford School – Traffic Management – a pedestrian crossing has been proposed leading from the school pavement to the end of the bee bank, with an estimated cost of £100,000. The Group questioned the reasoning for a crossing at this point. A walking bus has previously been discussed, however requires volunteers. RS suggested the bus bay needs to be moved to the no parking area, as it blocks the Local Link bus in its current location. Utilisation of the school car park was discussed- could this space be better optimised to assist traffic management? Action: RD to speak to Mandy Marsh (School Chair of the Governors).

The issue of parking in Wilford was raised, especially once the tram opens. Question over whether Wilford will be affected by new parking restrictions on The Embankment. Current strategy is “wait and see.” RS suggested a separate meeting to discuss all parking options available. AV is conducting a pre- tram parked car count on Vernon Avenue, Coronation Avenue and Main Road to assist with measuring parked car numbers once the Tram opens. RS recommended a 3 hour parking limit should be introduced in the tram stop car park. The group discussed the need for parking permits for Iremongers Pond users and Moderns Ruby Club.
Actions: 
· Councillor Andrew Rule to list options for parking. 
· RD to discuss parking with Mandy Marsh and request an open meeting.

	5
	Motion to co-opt Alex Mac-Air onto the Community Group committee
Alex Mac-Air co-opted and voted onto the Committee.


	6
	Tram Concerns
1. Lack of barriers at the Pigeon Bridge crossing – since the meeting, this has now been instated.
2. Uneven joints on the approach to the Toll Bridge are a danger to cyclists
3. Large puddle on the corner of Coronation Avenue and Main Road by the tram stop car park
4. Condition of Main road- resurfacing was agreed by NET. Councillor Andrew Rule updated that this matter has now been handed to Highway Agency who are now in a legal dispute with contractors over completion of this.
The WCG contact at NET is Steve Tough.

Actions: 
· SB to draft a letter to the Highways Agency on behalf of WCG raising the above concerns. Councillor Andrew Rule will also raise these concerns.
· RS to draft a letter to Nottingham City Council regarding the condition of Main Road and include Coronation Avenue.


	7
	Mail Drop Boxes
Boxes were raised as a concern as they appear unused and dangerous however they have recently been observed in-use. 

Action: roll over to September meeting.


	8
	Littering Update
AV read out Rushcliffe Borough Council’s response to her complaint on littering around Emmanuel School. The Committee are pleased additional bins have been implemented around the perimeter of the school. RS suggested wind-blown litter on the Coronation Avenue corner of the school perimeter is an issue. AV suggested the need for a larger bin on the corner of the Mencap garden as the current bin is often over flowing. 

Action: monitor litter once School term starts and long grass subsides


	9
	Communicating with residents- social media, email, website
1. Website: Discussion over the current website and whether it could be improved. Suggestion the website could be merged with the Church website to bring all Wilford information together. Committee agreed to fund SB and AV to complete a “Web Design- Beginners (Level 1 Award)” course at Central College Nottingham, at a cost of £84 each.
2. Use of the noticeboard – needs to be made more available to be updated 
3. Social Media – RL suggested an @Wilford Twitter domain. West Bridgford Wire was discussed as a good social media example
4. RD suggested use of West Bridgford News publication to promote Wilford events.

Actions: 
· SB and AV to sign up to Central College website course
· More keys for the noticeboard to be cut – BR/ DB
· Christian to write an article for West Bridgford news on 30th August End of Summer Event. 
· RL to set up Twitter domain
· RL to speak to West Bridgford Wire on how they obtain local information and report back to the Committee in September meeting


	10
	End of Summer event- 30th August
Discussion of event activity was held. SB volunteered to produce a poster to advertise the event. Estimated cost of the event is £350, of which Councillor Andrew Rule is kindly donating half (£175) and the remainder is to be 50:50 split between St Wilfrid’s Church and WCG. Discussion of other opportunities- actions below:

Actions:
· Lindsey Barnes will ask the Vintage Tea Shop if they want to host an event in the Church Hall on the 30th
· SB to investigate photography of Wilford (for Poster and website)
· RS has union jack bunting. Councillor Andrew Rule to assist in putting it up on the village green
· AV to ask local musician if they would like to play at the event
· Councillor Andrew Rule to ask Ukulele group if they would like to play at the event
· RS will put a sign up on the green to advertise the event
· AV to ask if the allotment holders would like to hold an open day alongside the event

	11
	Potential charitable beneficiaries from the Group
It was agreed the Committee would decide on charitable beneficiaries when planning individual events. The End of Summer August 2015 event is not a fundraising event.


	12
	Suggestions for Summer 2016 event
Discussion of Open Gardens in 2016, coinciding with the Queen’s 90th birthday on 11th June. Question over whether we can close Main Road for a street party. Review of the Jubilee Celebrations event to take place. Vision to involve more local groups (e.g. Moderns Rugby Club, Brownies, Scouts, Guides).

Actions:
· Councillor Andrew Rule to investigate if we can close Main Road
· RD speaking to The Ferry about hosting a champagne breakfast
· PH to bring Jubilee box to September meeting
· Councillor Andrew Rule to bring his Jubilee celebration notes to September meeting
· CN volunteered to plan the Open Gardens/ Queens 90th event
· Charitable cause to be decided

	13
	Support for Fireworks Event
To be held on 7th November. RS requires 100 volunteers to support. Question over whether St Wilfrid’s church would want to be involved. Suggestion of local competition to produce Guy’s for the bonfire.

Actions:
· CN to request manpower from Central College students required to carry out voluntary service
· RD to invite Rev. Phil Marsh to September meeting
· RD to discuss Guy competition with Mandy Marsh and Guides. SB to speak to the Church congregation, Emmanuel School to be invited to take part in September meeting.
· RS to bring proposal to September meeting on volunteer support needed


	14
	Any other business
1. Replacement of rusty poles on Bradbourne Avenue- Councillor Andrew Rule will request this.
2. Bulb planting- discussion on desire to plant more bulbs rolled over to September meeting.
3. Complaint over route of British Gypsum lorries- Councillor Andrew Rule to investigate why these lorries are still using a designated route along Ruddington lane.
4. Request for memorial bench on Village green- the Committee suggested planting of a memorial tree would be preferred due to concerns over benches attracting vandalism and anti-social behaviour.
5. Wilford Social Club – reports of anti-social behaviour outside the club at night. Councillor Andrew Rule to feed this back to the Club.

6. General feedback on the meeting – levels of email communication between meetings are appreciated. The group felt it was a good meeting and very decisive. It would be preferable for attendees to sit closer together to ensure everybody can hear.




The meeting closed at 9:55pm.


Signed……………………………………(Chair)

Date……………………………….
