WILFORD COMMUNITY GROUP

Minutes of the Community Group Committee Meeting

Held at 7:30pm on Monday 20th May 2013

At Wilford Social and Bowls Club

Present:

Andrew Rule (AR) – Chair




David Boulton (DB) - Secretary




Peter Stiles (PBS) – Treasurer




Daniel Atherton (DA)




Sheila Atherton (SA)




Linda Styles (LS)

Brian Hardy (BH)




Frank Wakelin (FW)




Pat Huxley (PH)




Alan Foster (AF)

Also present:

Insp Nick Waldram – Nottinghamshire Police
And local residents

	
	
	Action

	1
	Apologies:

Parbinder Singh
	

	2
	Minutes of 15th April:

Subject to amendments the minutes were signed off by AR.
	

	3
	Crime and Policing Issues:

Nick Waldram, Inspector for Wilford, Silverdale, Clifton, and Meadows thanked the group for the invitation to attend the meeting and emphasised his teams desire to engage with the local community.

NW confirmed that Matt Pooley is currently the beat manager for the Wilford and Clifton area and is supported by PCSO Irene Hazzledine and CPO Alan Wadley for beat that includes Clifton, Silverdale and Wilford. AW is currently convalescing following a routine operation but hopes to return to active duty in the foreseeable future.
NW presented the crime figures for the area for May. 11 crimes reported, 1 burglary, 1 theft, 1 violence, 1 vehicle theft, 2 thefts from motor vehicle. April had 13 crimes.
Since 1st January there have been 50 crimes, with just under half of them being domestic crimes. They are mostly thefts and burglaries, with a few drug crimes noted. Nine burglaries so far. Since a theft spate last year, around 30 thieves have been arrested and charged since, these have been followed up from offense to present. The majority of thefts have been secure premises, such as through patio doors and through open windows, as such it is urged that residents lock their doors. It is emphasised that an emergency is 999, whilst 101 is for non-emergencies. The current police station is situated on Farnborough Road in Clifton. 

BR indicated that 112 has been intimated to be the most effective digital number for emergencies, NW stated that 999 remains the most effective in his view. 
BR noted that he had recently reported the theft of a bicycle from his property and no local response teams could be located on the day in question. NW stated that the response team is located in the Meadows. The actual quantity of officers in the local area has risen recently. RS enquired whether there would always be a local beat officer that had local knowledge; NW responded that there would always be a representative of the local area on the beat team.

BH raised that CPSO's in other local areas appeared to have more authority than those based in the City, such as being able to issue on the spot fines, etc. NW responded that they have a good level of authority. 
BH raised that there have been repeated instances of illegal parking along Main Road being ignored by the CPSOs due to a lack of authority to deal with parking issues. NW stated that it is a universal problem, a similar stretch in Clifton Village has the same problem.
BH raised whether the path behind Holly Avenue would be allowed to be brought by the Holly Avenue houses to remove the possibility of burglaries. RS raised that the police should investigate and advise, as the problem raised is that the path that is currently closed is both a Public Highway, and has a possibility of reopening. 

DB raised issues regarding temporary paving between Coronation Avenue and the Toll Bridge, Dog fouling and Cyclist Dismounting; NW would pass these problems to the CPSOs.
	

	4
	Latest Date from the Portable Speed Monitor:

DB presented the latest data from the speed monitor. The data takes into account the two week Easter break.
38% of vehicles exceeded the speed limit in the first set of data this has now risen to 46%. The average speed of a vehicle increased on days when there was no teacher traffic parked along Main Road. On a weekday there is an average of 900 cars, which dropped down to 700 vehicles over the Easter break. The speeds have consistently increased at a peak over a two week period. The setting change to display actual speed above 30 mph has meant that more people have exceeded the speeding limit. The monitor also recorded a vehicle exceeding 75 mph. Around about 2:40pm there are vehicles exceeding 50mph regularly. BR raised whether quality of equipment would compromise quality of results, DB responded that even removing the top quartile would retain results exceeding 50mph.

RS and BH raised that the WCG retain the monitor over summer. This should be up until an opportunity that Silverdale would like the equipment, when they are able to hold onto the equipment. DB suggested that there was no benefit to recording any more data but would replace the battery whenever possible.
The group agreed to this.
	

	   5
	Asset Transfer:

RS and AR have met with Gleeds on site at the library, and they are very enthusiastic to produce a condition suvey for the sub-committee. 
AR will feedback once the report has been finalised.

	

	6
	Tram Construction Concerns:

LS attended the liaison meeting which focussed on sound and vibration between the Wilford Lane and Ruddington Lane section of the track. The main issue appears to be the density of sound proof fencing that will be installed where housing is in close proximity to the track. 
LS highlighted the Group’s concern with certain instances of poor consultation from NET/the contractors in particular the apparent extension to the closure of Ruddington Lane until mid-summer 2013. 
The speed of construction traffic through the village and down Ruddington Lane was noted and the complaints have been passed onto the relevant individuals. 

They would also look at who was responsible for damage to the bridge and to roads. 
Paul Mullins stated that the work on the flood prevention banks would not affect the flood defence as it has been worked along side the Environmental Agency. Precautions have been taken.

LS stated that she had spoken with Steve Tough who had reiterated earlier willingness to attend future Group meetings to discuss any matters/concerns arising from the Group or local residents in general.

AR raised an email regarding additional concerns based on the meetings discussion. This has been circulated to members of the committee. 
	

	7
	Planning Application 13/01006/PFUL3 – Dorothy Boots Homes

DB informed the Group that an application had been lodged for the construction of two additional  semi-detached houses on the site, adjacent to Grange Close, together with an expansion of car parking capacity.

The WCG objected to the previous plans due to a lack of detail, but it appeared that the design of the housing had improved from the previous application and appears to be more in keeping with the wider deisgn spec of the existing buidlings. 

AR expressed regret that the construction appeared to encompass the loss of a healthy Ash Tree, particularly given the recent rise in cases of ash die back.
It was concluded that if Committee members and residents had views either way then these should be communicated on an individual basis to the planning department and the Group would not take a view either way.
	

	8
	Condition of exterior of the Social & Bowls Club
A draft letter sent by DB drafted by AR is awaiting reply.
	To be carried over to next meeting

	9
	Nominating Assets of Community Value:

DB has written a draft application and covering letter and has passed to AR for review and comments

	To be carried over to next meeting by DB

	10
	B-Bank Daffodils:

PS stated that he has had no reply from a letter previously sent that requested bulbs, has had no reply yet. DB has photographs of the areas of bloom. Multiple members complained that the grass had been mowed very early.
	

	11
	Reporting Pot Holes:

PS/LS stated that the pot hole has been marked, AR would give a couple of weeks for movement and if not would communicate with the appropriate persons.
	

	12
	Road Sweeping:

BH informed RS that a sweeper vehicle has been cleaning the area prior the weekly refuse waste collection which effectively 're-dirtied' the area after the sweeper had cleaned it. RS would feedback to appropriate persons.
BH also raised the ongoing issue of the deterioration of the Holly Avenue Grass Verge. RS noted the point.
	

	13
	Planters:

AR stated that RS's email related to the stocking of current planters, rather than the purchase of additional planters. RS reported he had now secured finance for the planters to be restocked from an alternative source.
	I

	14
	Plans for AGM, 15th July:

AR has contacted Sainsbury's who have stated that there is no substantial information to give to the AGM in July.

DB has received a request from Roberta Dewa, who previously lived in Wilford and has written a book about her experiences, to attend and give a talk in that vein at the AGM. The Committee agreed the invite should be sent.
AR to check with Phil Marsh for the Carter Hall. This was due to size, the site being the first location, and the formality. SA proposed having a newsletter for the 10th anniversary, SA also raised that changes to the constitution should be publicised.
DB agreed to draft a newsletter. 

PS proposed election of auditor, the group agreed.
	DB to extend an invitation.

AR to contact for the Carter Hall.
DB


	15
	AOB
AF enquired about writing a formal complaint to the Social Club in regard to the disruptive individual whose abusive language had disturbed the meeting.
LS informed the Group that the council had been monitoring types of rubbish disposed of at Aaron Close. This was raised out of interest.

PBS suggested that the AGM should be held specifically for that purpose and a separate Committee meeting be convened for discussing ongoing business at the beginning July. The Group accepted this suggestion and the Committee meeting will be held on 1 July.

SA raised that the group present refreshments at the AGM. This was noted.
A local resident reraised the issue of flooding and confirming that according to the Environmental Agency 90% of the Village has a one in one hundred year risk of flooding. It was suggested that should any residents encounter difficultly in renewing insurance the EA plans should be provided to their insurers and to that end the plans should be published on the Group’s website. DB noted this suggestion, the resident will provide the plans.
A resident raised that the Wilford History Society had organised a trip to the Lake District, a train ride from the Carlisle to Settle via Britain's highest train bridge, and back to Nottingham and any residents were welcome to attend.
A local resident raised a concern of a road crack by Silverdale Island, it was raised that this should be raised with Irene Hazzledine.

Iremongers Pond Association is down drastically on membership and income, and is looking for claiming from NET. The AGM is on Tuesday 21st May, and is open to new membership.
	


The meeting closed at 9:03pm.

Signed……………………………………(Chair)

Date……………………………….

