WILFORD COMMUNITY GROUP

Minutes of the Community Group Committee Meeting
Held at 7:30pm on Monday 18th May 2015
At The Ferry Inn

Present:		Sheila Atherton (SA) – Acting Chair
			Dave Boulton (DB) - Secretary
			Peter Stiles (PBS) – Treasurer
			Alan Foster (AF)
			Brian Hardy (BH)
			Pat Huxley (PH)
			Bill Roughton (BR)
			Linda Stiles (LS)
Frank Wakelin (FW)
			
Also present:		Councillor Josh Cook (JC)
Councillor Pat Ferguson (PF)
			Councillor Andrew Rule (AR)
			Parbinder Singh (PS)
Steve Tough (Nottingham City Council / NET)
Ashley Jackson (Taylor Woodrow Alstom (TWA))
Michael Grace (TWA)
			and 15 residents

	
	
	Action

	
	SA opened the meeting by congratulating Councillors Cook and Rule on their election to Nottingham City Council and Councillor Ferguson on her re-election. She welcomed residents and guests.
	

	1
	Apologies:
Daniel Atherton

	

	2
	Minutes of 20th April 2015.
The minutes of the Meeting of the 20th October were agreed and approved.

	

	3
	Tram Concerns
The meeting considered the questions that had been provided to Steve Tough before the meeting.
3.1 Vehicle Access across the Toll Bridge
The tram line between the Meadows and Coronation Avenue will be adopted as highways. There will be a bollard placed near the new car park to prevent vehicle access there. It would be possible to place a bollard at the eastern end of Coronation Avenue but this would prevent emergency services’ access to Emmanuel School. CCTV is another option but there are no plans to install these at this stage.


3.2 Dog Fouling and Litter
Until the scheme is running, the contractors are responsible for maintaining and tidying the tracks, paths and verges. Once the trams are running, the operators will be responsible for clearing litter from the tracks and the relevant local authority (Rushcliffe Borough or Nottingham City) will be responsible for the footpaths.

Additional litter bins could be provided by the local authority but this would need to be brought up with them. PF stated that some dog owners were picking up their dog’s mess, but were leaving bags on the ground as there were no bins to put them in.

3.3 Minor works (Snagging)
The examples shown by the committee were movement joints on the Toll ridge and were due to be filled in in the week commencing 8th June.

3.4 Road Surfaces, Main Road and Coronation Avenue
A Safety Intervention Notice has been issued for the Main Road and Coronation Avenue. The condition of Main Road itself will be discussed as part of the “hand back” process. It will “probably” be fixed but it is up to the highways agency (Nottingham City Council) to discuss improvements with the contractors. ST stated that the highways agency was aware of the condition of Main Road.

A resident stated that he had attended a meeting where TWA had accepted responsibility for fixing road surfaces. He felt that patching of Main Road and Coronation Avenue was not sufficient and both roads need complete resurfacing.

PF expressed concerns that when the tram operation starts, contractors will disappear and asked who will then take responsibility for fixing the roads. ST stated that the contractors had to place a financial bond with the City Council for any remediation works following the start of operation.

3.5 Water Disposal Issue – Junction of Main Road and Coronation Avenue
This will be resolved when the highway services are complete at the junction. This should be resolved before the end of June.

3.6 Landscaping
It is accepted that this is not yet complete. ST stated that he thought that the barriers that were lying adjacent to the playing fields had been removed, but he would check. A resident reported barriers around a manhole cover along the river footpath by Emmanuel School. This would also be investigated.

Going forward, landscaping would become the responsibility of the relevant local authority but there is a five-year period in the contract where Tramlink would be responsible.

A resident requested that the planting on Coronation Avenue be allowed to grow to a height that would shield the houses there. ST stated that there was a large variety of planting, some of which was tall-growing. Residents should make representations to the City Council with regard to the pruning of the plants.

3.7 Wilford Village Tram Stop Car Park
Management of the car park will be the responsibility of the City Council. They have not come to a view about how to manage the car park. There will be a restriction on parking but they do not know yet how this will be put into effect. It is intended that this will be a short-stay car park. There is no plan at present to install a height barrier to prevent travellers’ vehicles from using the car park.

3.8 Parking in the vicinity of Tram Stops
The previous approach to the possibility of commuter/shopper parking near tram stops was one of “wait-and-see”. No additional restrictions (i.e., parking schemes) were put in place after Line 1 started (although there are more park-and-ride options for Line 1). The Council will make a decision on this if required.

3.9 Wall at Iremongers Pond
It was asked why a partial metal fence had been placed on the wall. ST stated that this was to prevent people sitting on the wall and falling off. A resident pointed out that the fence was at the lowest part of the wall, not the highest. She also pointed out that because the wall was so wide, the fence is being used as an aid to climbing on the wall and people have been witnessed walking across the top where no fence is in place.

3.10 Footpath Crossings
Concerns had been expressed that walkers and cyclists crossing the tracks under the two former railway bridges are not slowed before crossing the tracks. ST stated that this was being looked at and a solution had been agreed. An additional rail will be installed which will force cyclists to turn on the path before the tracks to look in the direction from where a tram would be coming.

3.11 Shared Footpaths / Cycle Ways
ST stated that it was a policy decision by the City Council to not segregate pedestrians and cyclists on the Toll Bridge. PF and AR both stated that they opposed this approach as it was dangerous. ST stated all users of the footpath needed to be catered for – barriers separating cyclists from pedestrians risked turning the former onto the tram tracks. DB asked whether a painted line, similar to that on the footpaths adjacent to the A453, could be used. ST said that this was not the policy of the Council.

PFC stated that she had observed children from St Patrick’s School crossing the bridge. The children were sensible crossing, but cyclists were riding too fast and dangerously.

A resident asked if cyclists were allowed/encouraged to cycle on the tram tracks. ST stated that they were not discouraged.

3.12 Other Questions
A resident asked why a fence had been installed on the western side of the bridge but not the eastern side. ST stated that this was a health and safety issue to prevent people from jumping into the river. One was not needed on the other side as there was no water there.

BR asked about preventing access to the pond by unauthorised vehicles. ST stated that a post would be installed to which the Iremongers Pond Association would have the key.

BH asked if a replacement fence would be installed at the side of the playing fields between the two upper schools. ST said he would investigate.

BH asked when the tram would be running. ST stated that testing was continuing and daytime testing was now being extended to Toton. Due to the complexities of routing and timetabling, both routes had to open at the same time. This is the first week that full test runs have been carried out on both lines in both directions.

[bookmark: _GoBack]PBS stated that testing on the Wilford section appeared to have stopped. ST stated that this was to allow remedial work to be carried out in Clifton. Driver training was now taking place in Clifton.

A resident asked about the state of the pillars on the Toll Bridge. ST stated that these would be improved.

A resident stated that the lighting at the south end of the Toll Bridge footpath was poor and that the street lights were not currently working. ST/TWA said they would investigate.

The slope on the footpath was described as “lethal” in icy weather by a number of residents.

A request was made for the brick pillars on the bridge to be renovated, including the removal of the tree that was growing out of the top of one of them.

SA asked about compensation for residents affected by the tram. ST stated that residents could make only a “Part 1 Claim” and this could be done only one year after start of operation. Residents would need to prove a reduction in their property value due to physical factors – noise, light, dust etc.. ST pointed out that no “Part 1 Claims” were successful on Line 1.

BH asked when the footpath at the rear of Holly Avenue would be reopened and also questioned whether it should be reopened so as to improve security for homes there. ST said that it was a matter for the Rights of Way Officer at the City Council.

BR asked if the car park was open yet and if not, could it be used by anglers/visitors. ST stated that he would investigate whether it could be made available before the start of tram operation.


SA thanked Steve, Ashley and Michael for attending.





	

	4
	Mail Drop Off Boxes
AR agreed to pass contact details to DB to follow-up.

	

	5
	Plans for 2015 AGM
This would be held on 20th July 2015. Discussions took place about the viability of the Group following notice from some committee members that they would not be standing for re-election. DB pointed out that the committee could be reduced to five people with no Chair or Treasurer. DB encouraged residents at the meeting to consider joining the committee.

It was agreed that a newsletter should be produced and distributed. DB agreed to have a draft ready for the next meeting.

	

	6
	Any Other Business
It was reported that rubbish was accumulating adjacent to the charity bins at the Co-op car park.

DB will contact the City Council to see if they can include the area on their rubbish clearance rounds.

PBS proposed a vote of thanks to BH for his contribution to the Group as committee member, Treasurer and Chair during his tenure on the committee. This was agreed unanimously.

	



The meeting closed at 9:20pm.


Signed……………………………………(Chair)

Date……………………………….
