WILFORD COMMUNITY GROUP

Minutes of the Community Group Committee Meeting
Held at 7:30pm on Monday 28th April 2014
At The Ferry Inn

Present:		Andrew Rule (AR) – Chair
			Peter Stiles (PBS) - Treasurer
			Bill Roughton (BR)
			Sheila Atherton (SA)
			Alan Foster (AF)
Brian Hardy (BH)
			Linda Stiles (LS)
Frank Wakelin (FW)
			
Also present:		Councillor Roger Steel (RS)
and 16 residents

	
	
	Action

	1
	Apologies:
Dave Boulton, Pat Huxley
	

	2
	Minutes of 17th March 2014.
The minutes of the Meeting of the 17th March were agreed and approved.

	

	3
	Main Road Parking Restrictions.
RS advised that the proposed parking restrictions in Main Road outside the Wilford Endowed School were shortly to be implemented.  The original proposal had been amended to exclude restrictions outside nos. 83 to 87 Main Road.  A question was raised whether the 'loop road' would be included. RS confirmed that it would.  The ownership of the 'loop road' is uncertain.  RS advised that the restriction would include the entrance road from Main Road to the school gates. RS advised that he is trying to arrange a meeting with Councillor Urquhart to express objections to the proposal.  After discussion, AR agreed to write to the City Council reiterating the Group's concerns with regard to further displacement of vehicles to other parts of the village.  It was suggested that individual residents also voice their concerns by writing to the Council. 
	






AR

All

	4
	Iremongers Pond Association. 
BR advised the Meeting of concerns over the future of Iremongers Pond.  He distributed a leaflet that the Iremongers Pond Association had produced to highlight these concerns including a falling Angling Membership, maintenance difficulties, problems with anti-social behaviour and the lack of local volunteers.  The Association plans to 're-launch' the pond with a community event once the tram works are sufficiently complete to allow proper access to the pond.  The angling membership provides a source of income to help maintain the site.  However, if membership continue to decline, it may be decided to discontinue the fishing element of the Association. 

A  new sitting/barbeque area is being constructed at the far end of the pond as the tram works have reduced the space available at the south end.

The Group re-affirmed its support for the Association.

	




















	5
	Website Hosting Renewal.
PBS confirmed that, following the earlier agreement of Committee Members, a cheque had been raised to cover the cost of a year's Website Hosting
	
Closed

	6
	Group Funds (future use of).
The Meeting discussed the various schemes which would require funding.  AR is involved meetings with Revd Marsh with regard a planned community event to take place next year to celebrate the end of World War 2.  It is envisaged that this event will be similar to the successful Jubilee celebration of 2012.  The Meeting was requested to give consideration to other potential ideas.
PBS reminded the Meeting that the Group should avoid spending money for its own sake.
	



All

	7
	Asset Transfer.
RS advised the Meeting that the Library Site Asset Transfer negotiations were at an end.  The City Council were in the process of organising the auctioning off of the building and site.  Residents from Ruddington Lane expressed concern regarding the potential development of the site. It was agreed that the Group should actively monitor any future development plans and react accordingly.  This item will be carried forward to future Meetings under the heading of 'Wilford Library Site'.
 
PBS expressed his gratitude to the members of the Asset Transfer Sub-Group for the efforts they had expended in attempting to secure an Asset Transfer. The Meeting duly endorsed this. 
	










	8
	Tram Concerns.
Concern was expressed over the height of the fence between the tram tracks and the footpath between Wilford Lane and the river.  It was felt that this was an insufficient deterrent to anyone trespassing on the tracks and a significant safety issue.
[bookmark: _GoBack]A resident raised the riding of motorbikes on this footpath. This was now a regular occurrence particularly at night.  The footpath is outside the City PoliceClifton Beat boundary.  AR will liaise with Insp. Waldron of the City Police to establish a contact name from the County PoliceWest Bridgford Beat Team.

Residents from Coronation Avenue have contacted local councillors and Lilian Greenwood with regard to the provision of adequate noise and privacy protection where the track parallels Coronation Avenue. 

AR agreed to follow-up on the issues raised.

FW was concerned over the potential withdrawal of the local village bus service once the tram was operating.  RS confirmed that provided that the local service patronage was maintained he was not anticipating withdrawal of this service.  

The new structure at the site of the proposed car park was noted.  RS advised that this was a water collection tank which would provide a more controlled egress of water into the sewers.  The car park will be constructed above this tank.
	












AR

	9
	Localism Act – Assets of Community Value. 
DB through AR advised that that the legal department were finalising the wording of the agreement and it was anticipated that this would be ratified before the Group's next Meeting.
	



	10
	B-Bank Graffiti.
AR confirmed that he is progressing this with the Environment Agency to achieve a more rapid response to reports of graffiti on the B-Bank Wall.  The Meeting was advised that the graffiti was once more present.    
	






	11
	Trent Flood Defence Group. 
AR advised the Meeting that he has contacted various local groups with the aim of setting up a meeting.  BH will also attend.

	

AR



	12
	Holly Avenue Curbs/Grassed Area.
BH reported that the corner had been modified and thanked RS for his help in achieving this.  However, allotment users were parking opposite the corner making it necessary for refuse lorries to mount the corner to access Holly Avenue causing damage to the curb..

AF advised that he will raise this issue at the forthcoming Coronation Allotment Association's AGM.
	





AF

	13
	Any Other Business.

13.1   Cribb Close Garage Wall.
 Referring to an item from the last Meeting, PBS asked if Alistair Brown had passed the letter from the Council to RS. This was confirmed.

13.2  BH had obtained sunflower seeds from the RHS and passed these on to BR for use at Iremongers Pond. 

13.3  Comments from Councillor Ferguson.
AR advised the Meeting of observations from the Councillor as follows:-
13.3.1  Meeting Start Times.  The Councillor had suggested that, in order to facilitate her attendance, an earlier start time of 6:30pm would be beneficial.  The Meeting concluded that this would present difficulties for many members.  It was decided to retain the Meeting start time of 7:30pm.
13.3.2  Register of Members Attendance.  The Councillor had suggested that a record of residents' attendance at Meetings could be maintained.  It was felt that this was not necessary and could put off residents  from attending meetings.

BH reminded the Meeting of the independence of the Group.

PBS reminded the Meeting of the benefits that can be achieved by fostering a close relationship with all local councillors and that every effort should be made to encourage and maintain this relationship.

13.4   A resident from Ruddington Lane expressed his satisfaction at the parking restrictions at the Wilford Lane end of Ruddington Lane.  The restrictions were being observed and had alleviated the traffic problems previously experienced.   

13.5  AR reminded the Meeting of the coming weekend's Real Ale Festival at the Moderns Rugby Club. 

13.6  BR reported on a trip he had undertaken in Morocco where he had become friends with a local shop keeper.  It had occurred to BR that it could be useful to establish a link between Wilford Village and the friend's village.   The consensus of the Meeting was that this was an idea worth exploring further. 
	



The meeting closed at 9:05pm.


Signed……………………………………(Chair)

Date……………………………….
